The nonoperative approach to esophageal perforation due to celestin tube placement.
Perforation of the esophagus during placement of esophageal tubes for palliation of obstructing inoperable cancer is a well-known complication that may preclude satisfactory amelioration of symptoms. Experience with two such patients suggests that the complication can best be treated by proper placement of the tube so that it seals the leak and bypasses the obstruction. Judicious use of antibiotics is beneficial. Drainage of the mediastinum may also be necessary. Resectional or extensive operative therapy is probably not wise in these ill and debilitated patients, particularly if the cancer is incurable.